
 

 
 

 
I long to accomplish a great and noble task, but it is my chief duty to accomplish humble 

tasks as though they were great and noble.  The world is moved along, not  
only by the mighty shoves of its heroes but also by the aggregate of the  

tiny pushes of each honest worker.   
~Helen Keller 

 
  
Dear Parents, 
  
As children, we likely dreamed of being famous... being president, a Broadway star, or 
breaking home run records — that is, having our names in lights or in the history books.    
 
However, as adults, we hopefully came to realize that the world’s real heroes are the 
ordinary people who do caring humble deeds on a daily basis.   The real hero is the 
parent working two jobs to provide for her children’s education, the fireman risking his 
life going into a burning building, the policeman responding to a robbery in progress, 
the volunteer at the church food line, the pedestrian who digs into his pocket whenever 
a homeless person asks for some change, and the child who empties her piggy bank 
when she learns that children are hungry in Africa.  These are the people who make our 
world a better place to live. 
 
We understand that the world moves along through the “tiny pushes” of ordinary people 
we meet every day.   This is the message we seek to share with our students — seek to 
be a real hero helping to move the world along one little push by one little push. 
  
With warmest regards, 
Peter Osroff, Ed.D.  
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P r i n c i p a l ’ s  m e s s a g e  



I m p o r t a n t  r e m i n d e r s  

APRIL 
 

April 1-10 

Spring Recess 

School Closed 
 

April 14-16 

NYS ELA 
 

April 20 

PTA Reflections Awards 

7:00 PM @HS 
 

April 21 

Board of Education Mtg. 

8:15 PM @HS 
 

April 22-24 

NYS Math 
 

April 23 

PTA Annual Dinner 
6:30 PM- 10:30 PM @ 

Cradle of Aviation  
Museum 

 

April 24 
PTA Deadline 

School Supplies &  
Plant Sale Orders 

 

April 30 
National Pay It Forward 

Day 

 

Maria Cafaro, Editor 

COMMON CORE ASSESSMENTS 

 Mark your calendars! Students in grades 6,7,8 will be taking the Common Core English 

Language Arts and Math Assessments. Students should be prepared with several sharpened no. 2 

pencils on the days the exams are administered.  

REVISED SCHOOL CALENDAR 

 Due to the use of two snow days, Tuesday, May 26  and Friday, June 

26 will be regular school days. 

 

NEW YORK STATE SCIENCE PERFORMANCE ASSESSMENT  

and REGENTS 

 The NYS Grade 8 Intermediate Level Science Test (ILS) assesses the level of mas-

tery students have achieved in science between grades 5 and 8. The test includes two parts: 

Grade 8 Science Performance Test and Grade 8 Science Written Test. The parts will be 

taken over two different days. The first part of the test, Grade 8 Science Perfor-

mance Test, will be administered on Wednesday, May 20, 2015. The second 

part of the test, Grade 8 Science Written Test, will be administered on  

Monday, June 1, 2015. 

 The Grade 8 Science Performance Test will assess students’ lab skills and concept 

application. It consists of hands-on tasks set up at three stations. They will be given step-by-

step instructions and questions to answer as they work at each station. Each experiment will 

take about 10-15 minutes. Students need to bring pens and pencils for the test; everything 

else will be provided. 

 The Grade 8 Science Written test will assess students’ content knowledge and 

application. It includes multiple choice, short answer questions, and extended written re-

sponses in which students will be asked to interpret charts, draw graphs and diagrams and 

apply their knowledge and skills to real-world situations. Students need to bring pencils and 

a non-graphing calculator for the test. 

 Grade 8 students will be taking the  Earth Science Regents Lab Practicum 

on Thursday, May 28, 2015.  The Earth Science Regents will be on Friday, June 

19, 2015. 

Common Core English Language  

Arts Assessment 

Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday 

April 14, 15, 16 

Common Core Math Assessment 
Wednesday, Thursday, Friday 

April 22,23,24 



I m p o r t a n t  r e m i n d e r s  

NO DELIVERY of COMMERICAL FOOD or DRINK 

 During school hours, please do not drop off, or have delivered, commercial food or drinks for 

students. We will not allow delivery of these products to students. Thank you for your assistance. 

BOARD OF EDUCATION MEETINGS AND BUDGET VOTE! 

 Garden City Public Schools Board of Education and district administration encourage Garden City residents to attend its 

upcoming public meetings to offer input during the budget formulation process. All meetings are held at Garden City High School 

at 8:15 p.m. Please join us for the following: 

April 15 Board of Education Work Session/Budget Work Session  

April 22 Board of Education Budget Adoption Meeting 

May 12 Board of Education Work Session/Budget Hearing 

May 19 
Budget Vote 6 AM– 10 PM 

Board of Education Regular Session 

GARDEN CITY TEACHERS’ ASSOCIATION (GCTA) 6TH ANNUAL 

“GC FOR A CURE” 

S a t u r d a y,  A p r i l  2 5 ,  2 0 1 5  —  R a i n  o r  S h i n e  

5K (3.1 mile) Timed Run/Walk — 9:00 a.m. 

1 Mile Untimed Fun Run/Walk — 9:15 a.m. 

Start/Finish at Garden City High School 

170 Rockaway Avenue, Garden City, N.Y. 

 

A race to benefit: 

Memorial Sloan Kettering Cancer Center 

The Michele White Scholarship Fund 

                       Leukemia & Lymphoma Society 

In addition, Uniting Against Lung Cancer will be hosting Kites for a Cure™, a 

fun family Kite Fly to support their lung cancer research grant program. 

 

 
For more information about how to register or donate visit http://www.gcforacure.com/ 



S p o t l i g h t  o n  t h e   

W o r l d  l a n g u a g e  

d e p a r t m e n t  

POESIA IN ITALIANO! 

 On March 20, 2015, ten students in Signora Caruthers’ eighth grade Italian classes will be participating in the 

American Association of  Teachers of Italian (AATI) Poetry Contest.  This contest will take place at SUNY Old Westbury Col-

lege.  These students will compete against many Long Island schools in Nassau and Suffolk counties.  They have to memo-

rize and recite an Italian poem of about 12-20 lines in front of a panel of judges.  The students will be judged based on 

poise, intonation, pronunciation, and interpretation.  They have been working very hard to memorize their poems, and 

they are excited about the event.  I wish them all luck! 

EIGHTH GRADE LATIN STUDENTS  STUDY ANCIENT ROME 

by Jordan Molgano 

Frau Hecker has given grade eight students in her Latin elective class a 

glimpse into the Ancient Roman way of life. For one assignment,  the students con-

ducted interviews with the gods. Two class members represented Jupiter and Juno, 

the king and queen. The other students selected which god or goddess they wanted 

to represent. To prepare for their interview, they wrote a script, partially in Latin, 

and created possessions or symbols of that figure. Also, they created a costume to 

wear during the discussions. Students were able to gain much knowledge in the sub-

ject of Roman mythology.  

 Their second task this school year was to become familiar with 

Saturnalia. This Roman feast took place in the beginning of December and lasted 

several days long. Slaves and their owners would change positions. Therefore, owners would wash           

the feet of slaves and feed them during this feasting period. To celebrate in the class, each student contributed a dish that 

would be eaten in Ancient Rome. A handful of students also read a short play in celebration of this occasion.  

 Next, students completed a representation of a Roman architectural structure. 

They worked alone or with a partner to create a replica of a significant Roman structure. 

Some projects consisted of amphitheaters, Hadrian’s Wall, the Circus Maximus, Roman 

roads, and aqueducts. The detail behind these models provided the students with background 

of Roman architecture.  

 Mostly recently, the students began researching Roman attire.   In groups, students 

are using books and online sources to learn about the way Roman people dressed. After the 

research process is complete, the information will be compiled into a magazine with many 

pictures and sections. The students are eager to see what is to come in their Latin class! 

 

Interview with the Gods 

Saturnalia 



S p o t l i g h t  o n  t h e   

W o r l d  l a n g u a g e  

d e p a r t m e n t  

LA PÁGINA DE LA SEÑORA PORTER 

WEB QUESTS 

            The use of web quests is an excellent activity to develop language skills as well as cultural awareness. It takes the students on a 

virtual tour of different Spanish speaking countries. It is also an interesting way to teach students to navigate a website which is writ-

ten entirely in Spanish! 

        In April, eighth grade students will go on new web quest to Ikea in Spain to furnish their dorm apartment as part of a  unit on 

house and home. The scenario for this web quest is:  You  are going to study  in Spain at La Universidad Europea en Madrid  and you are 

going to have an apartment in Madrid. You have a scholarship for tuition to the university and to pay for the rent for the apartment, 

but you need to buy various furnishings for your apartment. Your parents have given you a debit card with 2.000 € to buy furnishings 

for la sala, el dormitorio y la cocina. Make your decisions wisely as you are not allowed to go over the 2.000€.This activity will help 

students with the Common Core Learning Standards read to write portion of the FLACS exam since students will have to gather in-

formation from what they have read, record it, and write a thank you letter to their parents after this activity telling them how they 

have spent their allocated money. It also aligns with the ACTFL progress indicators for both Interpretive Reading and Presentational 

Writing. 

              This year, Señora Porter’s seventh grade classes have worked on two web quests. In January,  they researched the Spanish 

holiday of the Three Kings and compared it to the holiday of Christmas. 

           On March 16, 2015, seventh grade classes went to the computer lab to take a virtual tour to Mexico, Argentina, and Peru to 

visit three websites from fast food chains as part of our food unit. They researched the differences and similarities between the Span-

ish food chains and their American counterparts and learned about different Spanish currencies. They visited the Burger King site in 

Argentina and researched the Whopper Extreme and its accompaniments, the children’s menu, different types of drinks, and des-

serts. They also visited McDonalds in Spain and looked up the ingredients for different products. They were surprised to find out that 

gazpacho, a cold tomato soup, could be ordered as a drink. They then traveled to Peru to visit a fast food restaurant called Bembo’s. 

They brought their findings to class the next day for discussion with their classmates. Señora Porter hopes to be able to do more web 

quests in the future with her students. 

 

CONVERSATIONAL STRATEGIES: SKITS 

          A wonderful conversational strategy that Señora Porter uses with both her seventh and eighth grade students is skits. These 

dialogs give students an opportunity to work with their peers on the four skills of listening, speaking, reading and writing. Skits are a 

wonderful way for all students to prepare for the speaking portion of the FLACS exam given to eighth grade students in May. 

          This year eighth grade students performed in two skits: shopping and television shows.  In the shopping skits, eighth graders 

learned the vocabulary words for different clothing, materials of which 

clothing is made, European sizes, and they learned about the euro. Seño-

ra Porter also taught her students about Spain’s largest department store, 

El Corte Inglés. This department store sells everything from clothes, jewel-

ry, toys and food to electronics, appliances, and theater tickets. Hotel 

and airline reservations can also be made through the department store’s 

travel agency! Students worked in pairs and wrote a conversation be-

tween a customer and a clerk in a typical Spanish store about buying a 

birthday present for a friend.  

         



LA PÁGINA DE LA SEÑORA PORTER 

 The eighth  grade students’ favorite conversational activity this year was writing 

scripts for existing television  shows and performing them live on stage. They spent the months 

of January and February working in groups of four to five students writing scripts in Spanish 

and rehearsing their parts for existing TV shows. This project was part of a unit called Las Di-

versiones Culturales. On the day of the performance, students dressed in costumes, brought in 

props and played the theme music to their shows. All of the shows were videotaped. Some of 

the shows that the students performed were: American Idol, The Today Show, Sports Center, Cup-

cake Wars, The Ellen DeGeneres show, Jimmy Kimmel Live,  America’s Got Talent, Drake and Josh, I-

Carly and The Voice. All of the students were excited to be performing live on stage in front of their peers.  These activities, which in-

corporated the ACTFL performance guidelines, were in alignment with the New York State Standards for Language Learning and the 

Common Core Learning Standards: (interpersonal, interpretive, and presentational) 

          In the seventh grade, students have performed in two skits. In the first skit, students acted as a buddy to a new Spanish speaking 

student at Garden City Middle School. They interviewed the new student in Spanish and tried to help him adjust to a new American 

school. 

          The second skit that the seventh graders performed in was a fashion show.  On the day of the 

fashion show, the students chose appropriate music and walked down the “runway.” When they 

were finished, they described the outfit that they were wearing in Spanish to the “audience.” They 

were told to include the names of the articles of clothing, colors, European sizes, materials, and 

cost, in Euro, of the articles of clothing and where this outfit could or should be worn. 

         Señora Porter’s seventh grade students are currently working on restaurant skits as part of 

their food unit. The purpose of this project is to provide authentic practice in ordering food at a       

restaurant. To make their skits more interesting, they 

were told to add a “twist” to their skits. They have a 

choice of five scenarios, or they can make up their own. 

One of the most popular scenarios is having a singing 

waiter who is an aspiring actor like at Ellen’s Stardust 

Diner in Manhattan. Another popular scenario is being 

mistaken for a celebrity in the restaurant.  All of the students will dress up for their 

presentations to make their skit more interesting and they will be videotaped by Señora 

Porter.   

S p o t l i g h t  o n  t h e   

W o r l d  l a n g u a g e  
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CONGRATULATIONS TO MRS. WEINER! 

 Mrs.  Robyn Weiner, a Garden City Middle School Guidance Counselor, was hon-

ored at the 14th Annual Scope Dinner, which recognizes excellence in education.  Mrs. 

Weiner is an invaluable asset to the Garden City Middle School Family.  Her leadership in 

the Guidance Office and enthusiastic involvement in the Anti-Bullying Task Force have 

greatly contributed to the positive spirit of the building. Mrs. Weiner always works hard to 

make the Guidance Office the “heart” of the building! 
Mrs. Gina Christel, Director of Guidance, and Mrs. Robyn Weiner (right) 



SEÑORITA CURCIO’S FOOD AND VERB STATIONS 

 Ms. Curcio’s grade seven Spanish classes were divided into six groups of four students.  Each group was assigned a 

“beginning station” where they completed different activities.  After approximately five minutes, a bell rang and each group rotated 

to their next station.  These stations focused on the main skills of language, while also focusing on the current vocabulary and gram-

mar topics.  At station one, students used their vocabulary and reading skills to complete sentences in Spanish.  At station two, stu-

dents worked with their group members to create a story in Spanish about a picture shown.  At station three, students worked col-

laboratively on a verbs worksheet with their group members.  At station four, students played what is known as “the Dice Game.”  

The students rolled two dice to get a subject and a verb.  They create a Spanish sentence using their subject and verb.  At station five, 

students completed listening activities, which covered both vocabulary 

and grammar. At station six, the students read authentic Spanish articles 

and answered questions that corresponded.  It was an exciting way to get 

students to complete many short activities using their language skills 

during one class period, while also working with their classmates in a 

different setting!   

 

     

SPEED QUESTIONING 

“A Spanish 6 Spin on Speed Dating” 

 In Ms. Curcio and Mrs.Caruthers’ grade six Spanish classes, students circulated around the room and practiced asking and 

answering questions with various partners.  The classrooms were rearranged so that students’ desks were facing each other.  At the 

sound of the buzzer, the questioning began; one student asked a question while their partner answered.  After approximately thirty 

seconds, another buzzer rang,  and it was time for the students to move onto their next question.  All students in the classes got a 

chance to both ask and answer questions.  These questions were taken from units that have been covered throughout the year.  It was 

a great way to peer-edit previously covered material and a fun approach to get students excited and moving throughout the period.   
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Senorita Curcio’s Spanish 7 Class 

Señorita Curcio’s Spanish 6 Classes 



SIGNORA/SEÑORA MALASZCZYK’S 6TH AND 7TH GRADE WORLD LANGUAGE CLASSES 

 

ITALIAN 7 

 Signora Malaszczyk’s classes have been working on the Family Unit and also explored the cultural 

significance of the Carnevale holiday in Italy.  Students watched a real Venetian mask artist create an opu-

lent design.  They learned about how people in Italy dress up in full costumes and masks for the feast 

known as Martedi Grasso which is the last day of festivities before the somber season of Lent begins.  For 

their 3rd Quarter project, Italian students created their own Carnevale masks and displayed them in the 

classroom.  Everyone was delighted with the ornate and colorful designs!  Many of these gorgeous masks 

can be viewed in the display case at the front of the Middle School.  In order to discuss their families and 

reinforce the vocabulary, students wrote an essay that included detailed information about each member.  

Some of the details were: names, ages, occupations or schools  attended.  For extended family members, 

the students stated where their grandparents, aunts, uncles and cousins lived.  They also described their family members using previ-

ously learned adjective vocabulary as well as discussing what they all do together such as traveling, eating, visiting, singing or attend-

ing a party or other celebration.  Students presented their family project along with slide shows containing pictures showing special 

family events.  The family presentations counted as the speaking portion of their family unit test.  The rest of the class took careful 

notes on their classmates’ presentations for a possible “bonus” question on the family unit test. 

 

SPANISH 6 

 Señora Malaszczyk’s classes have been learning the vocabulary for the Family Unit.  Students are now able to express many 

facts about their families including expressing how many siblings, aunts, uncles and cousins they have in addition to various family 

members’ names and ages.  Incorporating the adjectives they learned in the previous unit, they were also able to describe their family 

members both physically and emotionally.  As a culminating activity for this unit, the students will create their own Family Tree pro-

ject.  This creative project will show the connections among family members spanning from their grandparents down to themselves, 

their siblings and cousins.  Each family member will have a name, picture and relationship in Spanish written in each family member 

box within the larger “tree.”  The students are anxious to share information about their families with their classmates in Spanish! 

 

SPANISH 7 

 Señora Malaszczyk’s class has been working on their food vocabulary including: food shopping, going to a restaurant and eve-

ryone’s favorite: eating!  Students discussed their favorite foods in every category: fruit, vegetables, meats, desserts and beverages.  

They interviewed each other about likes and dislikes and also about the different foods eaten at each of the three meals including snack 

foods.  Groups created menus for each meal and discussed with whom and where they 

generally eat the meal.  We also contrasted the culture differences between meals eat-

en in Spain and Latin America versus how we eat here in the United States.  For their 

third quarter project, students will work in groups of 3-4 students and create their 

own restaurant skits.  One of the students in the group  will act as the waiter or wait-

ress and the others will act as customers.  The group will reenact a scene from a res-

taurant complete with props and costumes.  All scenes will be memorized and class-

mates will participate by asking questions in the target language after the skits have 

been completed. 
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A COMMON GROUND 

Grade eight students in Signora Caruthers’ Italian classes, and Señora Scarola’s Spanish classes, 

are currently reading a short novel in their respective target languages. The Italian students are reading 

Povera Anna entirely in Italian and the Spanish students are reading Pobre Ana in Spanish.   

The novel tells the story of a California girl, from a humble home, who learns to appreciate her 

life after staying with a family over the summer in a program sponsored by the school.  

 After reading each chapter, the students discuss, in the target 

language, aspects of the developing plot with which they can identify in 

order to elaborate upon their understanding.  They even had “Story Time” 

and brought in milk and cookies while the class read the chapter together.   

 As a culminating assessment, the students will bring the novel to 

life by working on dramatizations of key points in the story, all written and performed by the students 

in their target language. Others will portray the key points in artistic form, by creating a filmstrip, 

encapsulating the most meaningful events in the story. 

S p o t l i g h t  o n  t h e   

W o r l d  l a n g u a g e  

d e p a r t m e n t  

 

“A POET IS A PERSON WHO IS PASSIONATELY IN LOVE  

WITH LANGUAGE”  ~W.H. AUDEN 

 Middle School students competed in the AATI (American Association of  Teachers of Italian) 31st Annual Poetry Contest 

held at SUNY Old Westbury on March 20, 2015,  and took home first and second place medals, along with an Honorable Mention!  

Congratulations go to George Arianas, Mrs. Malaszczyk’s seventh  grade student, who won first place, and Tyler Martinus, Signora 

Caruthers’ eighth grade student, who won second place, in the AATI (American Association of  Teachers of Italian) 31st Annual Poet-

ry Contest held at SUNY Old Westbury on March 20th.     Honorable Mention was awarded to Signora Malaszczyk’s seventh grader 

Joseph Guzzo.  These students competed against many Long Island schools in Nassau and Suffolk counties.  They had to memorize and 

recite an Italian poem of about 12-20 lines in front of a panel of judges.  The students were judged on poise, intonation, pronuncia-

tion, and interpretation.  All the students who participated in this contest did an incredible job!  Bravissimi e congratulazioni, rag-

azzi!                       

!                       

SIGNORA CARUTHERS’ 8TH GRADE STUDENTS PARTICIPATE IN THE ITALIAN NATIONAL EXAM 

 On March 9, 2015,  twenty-three  students in Signora Caruthers’ eighth grade Italian classes participated in the National 

Italian Level 1 Exam.  This contest serves many purposes:  

 it assesses language learning 

 it evaluates the effectiveness of Italian curricula 

 it increases knowledge of culture and geography 

 it rewards excellence in Italian (monetary prizes and National Honorable Mention) 

 As an Italian instructor, Signora Caruthers is enthusiastic about the future of the Italian language and culture programs.  The 

students have worked very hard in preparing for this exam by attending extra help sessions in the morning and afternoon.  Their hard 

work and dedication has been exhibited by their participation.  In bocca al lupo to all of these participants! 



NATIONAL SPANISH EXAMINATION  
 The American Association of Teachers of Spanish and Portuguese (AATSP) is sponsoring its annual AATSP National Spanish 
Examination.  Eighth grade students of Sra. Linardos, Sra. Porter, and Sra. Scarola who elected to participate will be taking the ex-
am the week of March23, 2015.  The voluntary exam is given by over 3,800 teachers throughout the United States to measure profi-
ciency and achievement of students who are studying Spanish as a second language. The National Spanish Examination is recognized 
by many administrative and teaching associations and organizations at the local, state and national levels. The National Association of 
Secondary School Principals has placed this program on its National Advisory List of Contests and Activities for 2014-2015. 
  From 1957 to 2005, the National Spanish Examination was administered in a traditional paper and pencil format.  Since 
2006, it has been administered in an online format through the Quia Corporation.  It is the first national world language exam admin-
istered online.  In the spring of 2014, a total of 154,268 students participated in the online version of the National Spanish Examina-
tion, the most widely-used test in Spanish in the U.S. 
  The mission of the National Spanish Examination (NSE) is to recognize student achievement, promote language proficiency 
in the study of Spanish, and assess the national standards as they pertain to learning Spanish. The NSE is committed to providing 
teachers with assessment tools in addition to offering students opportunities to practice their language skills and discover their Spanish 
language proficiency rating as measured by the exam.   
  The language teachers wish all the students BUENA SUERTE and thank parents for their continued support and interest in the 
activities of the Garden City Middle School World Language Department. 

HANDMADE FLOWERS, HEARTFELT TRADITION 

 Winter’s wrath has been in the headlines almost every day since late January. The 

past few months have pushed many snow totals in the Northeast far beyond average. We 

have been surrounded by snow – the color white. We are looking forward to the arrival of 

spring and the splash of color it brings – green, yellow, orange, pink – along with it. 

 While studying the cultural nuances of Mexican culture, students in Senora Li-

nardos’ seventh grade classes prepared handmade flowers to be presented to our secretar-

ies in the main office as a prelude to the much-anticipated arrival of spring. Mexican paper 

flowers are colorful handmade craft items.  They are generally used as ornamental ele-

ments during a variety of Mexican festivals.   

 For centuries, the use of decorative, colorful paper flowers has been a flourishing 

Mexican tradition.  The process of crafting colorful is a customary part of Mexican culture. 

The vivid tissue paper blossoms can be seen at almost every celebration, festooning every-

thing from birthday party banners to festive floral headdresses. Tissue or crepe paper flow-

ers are used ceremoniously at various parties, weddings, christenings and religious celebra-

tions. They go beyond utilitarian craft and become pieces of folk art that represent the soul 

and culture of the artisans that make them. 

 The grade seven students were intrigued and interested in the history of Mexican 

tissue flowers, an ever-growing tradition that generations of Mexicans have enjoyed. Stu-

dents were excited to put their flower-making skills to work, following a demonstration of 

the technique by their teacher. The beautiful, colorful flowers that resulted brought great 

joy to those who received them.  Our secretaries were surprised and delighted to behold 

their beautiful bouquets, hand-made and personally presented by our students.  This lesson 

not only presented the historical tradition and cultural nuances of Mexican flower paper-

making, but also instilled the importance of sharing and acknowledging the GCMS staff, 

whose work in our building makes our days run smoothly. 
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SELF-PORTRAITS – SELFIE STYLE 

 Students in Señora Linardos’ grade eight classes created a project that 

combined written and verbal expression using creatively-decorated self-portraits.  

Students were introduced to the Spanish-speaking artists that they studied in class 

as part of Cultural Diversions, a unit encompassing theater, museums, and music.  

Students were inspired by the Spanish-speaking artists Salvador Dalí (Spain), El 

Greco (Spain), Pablo Picasso (Spain), Fernando Botero (Colombia), and of cour-

se, Mexican artist Frida Kahlo, who is considered by the art world to be “queen 

of the selfie”. 

 Since “selfies” are the new “self-portraits” form, what better way to en-

gage the students than to utilize technology, express creativity, utilize and deve-

lop their Spanish language skills, and share their creations and reflections in Spanish with their classmates. After taking a selfie in a 

setting important to them, students printed their selfie and created a personally meaningful background. They decorated and embe-

llished their selfie. Some students created 3-D effects, while others constructed a collage. They presented their selfie along with a 

spoken narrative about it.  They reflected on their identity, personality and life values. They discussed their location and what the 

setting means to them. 

 The students were quite articulate, communicating in ways that were poetic, factually-relevant, and individually distinct. In 

Spanish spoken with flowing ease, students explored ideas of ‘self’ and reflected on 

what is important to them as they described their self-identity and its creative re-

presentation. Following the presentations were thought-provoking and interesting 

Q&As. This project promoted creative thinking and engaged the enthusiasm of our 

students. It encouraged visual learners and celebrated artistic expression. Students 

were inspired to be innovative while developing their language and communication 

skills and sharpening their  presentation style.   

 

GCMS HAS TWO SEMI-FINALISTS IN THE AATSP’S DESIGN-A-CARD CONTEST 

  The World Language teachers commend all the students who participated in the American Association of Teachers 

of Spanish and Portuguese Design-A-Card Contest. There were 528 entries in total! Garden City Middle School has two Semi-

Finalists! Congratulations to Deanna Watkins, 7th grade student of Señora Linardos and Amanda Sutnik, 6th grade student of Señora 

Malaszczyk. ¡Buen trabajo, alumnas!  ¡Felicitaciones!  J 

 The Design-A-Card Contest invites students to design the front of a blank note-

card.  Designs called for an original Hispanic theme such as artesanía, cultural scenes, images, 

landmarks, maps, etc. Students employed a choice of a variety of artistic media such as pen 

& ink, marker, colored pencils, watercolor, acrylic, oil, or tempera and submitted their 

work on a 5” x 4” piece of card stock. 

 The winning entries are printed and sold as a fundraiser to support the chapter’s 

Judy Abrams/Margaret Fernández National Spanish Examination Scholarship Fund. This is 

one of the many creative accomplishments that highlight the talent of our students.  ¡Bravo! 
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DEUTSCH LERNEN MACHT SPASS!!   

 Deutsch lernen macht Spass!!  German is fun! In addition to 

our classwork, we have had an active club, ( Nickolaustag, and Marzipan-

fest,) we have taken cultural trips (to New York City to march in the 

German-American Steuben Parade, to Mineola to celebrate German-

American Friendship Week in the German American Flag Raising cere-

mony, to Bethlehem, Pennsylvania to visit the Historical German Set-

tlement and the Christkindlmarkt,) and we will soon compete against 

other German students on the local (Sprachfest)—and this year on 

the national (AATG German Examination)—level.   What else have 

we done? 

 Grade six German students have made a successful transition 

from the FLES program to their new language.  Beginning with simple 

dialogs, class members learned greetings for the different times of day and how to tell their name, 

age, where they live, and how they are.  They used hand puppets to practice what they learned with 

each other, and some performed dialogs for the rest of the class.   After learning numbers, days of the week, months, and seasons, 

they had an activity where they wrote questions and answers on separate color-coded cards and walked around the classroom asking 

each other questions about birthdays, holidays, and so on to practice their listening, speaking, and writing skills.   Their unit on 

weather culminated in “spontaneous” SmartBoard-driven weather reports, which they did as a Partnerarbeit, a form of cooperative 

learning.  Additional units have included the family, (with adjectives to describe family members,) and the school system in Germany.   

The end product of the family unit was a descriptive and colorful booklet called Meine Familie, containing photographs and commen-

tary about the various family members.  For the school unit, they learned vocabulary for items in the German classroom, German 

names of subjects they and German students have in common, and the way the school system in Germany compares to their own.   

*Fun fact:  In Germany, school is called off if the thermometer reaches 80 degrees. This is called a hitzefrei day. 

Sixth grade students are currently constructing simple sentences with verbs and vocabulary from each of the former units of 

study, using their own “Das Verb” flipbook.  They recently created a kind of “Selfie” with 

a self-portrait and an “autobiography” in German.  They are excited about their next 

unit, which is  “Das Essen.” After learning vocabulary 

related to table and foods, they will write and per-

form a skit. 

 Seventh graders began the year with a unit 

on the geography of German-speaking countries. The 

choices were Austria, Switzerland, Liechtenstein, or 

one of Germany’s sixteen states.   They created a 

brochure to excite “potential travelers,” highlighting 

historical points of interest, (the Berlin wall, castles) 

industries, (such as watchmaking and chocolate in 

Switzerland, or automobile manufacturing in Germa-

ny,) and typical tourist attractions, (the salt mines in 

Salzburg, or Johannes Gutenberg’s printing press in Mainz). The brochures were then presented to 

classmates, who evaluated them.  

GC Steuben Paraders with West Point 

German Club members and guest of-

ficers from German military 

Marzipanfest during German 

GCMS marchers 
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MS. ECONOMOU’S RECIPE of the MONTH 

SPREADS by The Pioneer Woman 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ingredients 

1 cup brown sugar 

1 cup margarine 

1 whole egg 

2 cups Flour 

1/2 teaspoon salt 

1 teaspoon vanilla 

6 ounces, weight (to 8 Ounces) chocolate chips 

Preparation Instructions 

Preheat oven to 350 degrees. 

Mix together brown sugar and margarine. Add egg 

and mix together. Add flour, salt, and vanilla, and 

mix together well. 

Spread dough onto cookie sheet to a thickness of 

1/4 to 1/2-inch. 

Bake for 15 to 20 minutes, or until slightly brown. 

At this point, pull out of the oven and sprinkle choc-

olate chips evenly over the top. Return to oven for 1 

minute. Remove and spread melted chips over the 

top. Cut into squares. 

Mrs. Biondi’s Art Corner 
 On behalf of the Fine Arts Department at Garden City Middle School, we would like to congratulate the following stu-

dents for their participation in the Garden City Historical Society’s Tenth Annual Children’s Juried Art Contest, “Tribute to Mr. 

and Mrs. Stewart.”   Artwork was inspired by Mr. and Mrs. Stewart and their development and contribution towards the village 

of Garden City.  

 1st Place Winner- Emma Rukh 

2nd Place- Jason Brown 

Honorable Mention- Mary Kate Saunders 

Honorable Mention - Jake Newmark 

 

 We are very proud of all their hard work and the talent of our Middle School students.  You are cordially invited to 

attend an artist's reception hosted by the Society for the participants and their families on Sunday, March 22, 1:00 p.m. to  3:00 

p.m. at the Garden City Historical Society Museum, located on 109 Eleventh Street in Garden City. Artwork will also be on 

display Saturday and Sunday, March 22-29 from 1:00 p.m.  to  3:00 p.m. 

  Thank you for your continued support,  and we look forward to attending this wonderful art exhibit! 
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M ATHEM ATICAL OLYM PIADS FOR THE  

ELEM ENTARY & MIDDLE SC HOOLS  

 

  

The fifth and final meet of the Mathematical Olympiads for Elementary & Middle Schools (MOEMS) was held on 
Tuesday, March 3, 2015.  Our school score (total of the top 10) for our 6th Grade Olympians was 49 of a possible 50.  

Nine students had perfect scores of five correct. 

Matthew Abrusci, Sophia Boccio, Ryan Cunningham,  

Matthew Joseph, Alexander Mejia, Micah McNeill,  

Kealan Mullally, Anthony Remick, and Stephen Sirounian  

 

Most perfect scores all year!! 

C U M U L A T I V E  T O T A L S  

 The total school score (top 10 scorers) after all five meets is 170 points (of a possible 250).  Listed here are the scores for the 
students who have the highest cumulative scores: 

 

CONGRATULAT IONS ! !  
 

Daniel Sekas – 1st place 

Matthew Joseph and Sammy Myers – (tie) 2nd place 

Micah McNeill, Alexander Mejia, Ryan Padala, and  

Anthony Remick – (tie) 3rd place 

 

NAME TEACHER MEET 1 MEET 2 MEET 3 MEET 4 MEET 5 TOTAL 

  

Daniel Sekas 

  

Nardone 3 4 4 5 4 20 

Matthew Joseph Drogin 5 4 2 3 5 19 

Sammy Myers Orrego 4 3 5 3 4 19 

Micah McNeill Hakes 
3 4 1 5 5 18 

Alexander Mejia Orrego 3 3 3 4 5 18 

Ryan Padala Orrego 5 5 1 3 4 18 

Anthony Remick Drogin 5 3 4 1 5 18 

Lucy McShane Orrego 4 5 3 3 2 17 

Kyle Stevenson Hakes 4 3 3 3 4 17 



 The Garden City Middle School Library 

Recommendations by Library/Media Specialist: Mr. Daniels 

The GCMS Library opens at 7:30 a.m. 

 

  Beneath 

By Roland Smith 

 

What waits Beneath? 

  

Pat O'Toole has always idolized his older brother, Coop. He's even helped Coop 

with some of his crazier plans -- such as risking his life to help his big brother dig 

a tunnel underneath their neighborhood in the suburbs of Washington, DC.  

Coop is . . . different. He doesn't talk on the phone, doesn't use email, and 

doesn't have friends. He's never really cared for anything but the thrill of being 

underground and Pat. So it's no surprise to anyone  that after a huge fight with 

their parents, Coop runs away. Exactly one year later, Pat receives a package 

containing a digital voice recorder and a cryptic message from his brother. He 

follows the clues to New York City, and soon discovers that Coop has joined a 

self-sufficient society living beneath the streets. Now it's up to Pat to find his 

brother -- and bring him home. 

 

  The Map to Everywhere 

By Carrie Ryan and John Parke Davis 

 

To Master Thief Fin, an orphan from the murky pirate world of the Khaznot 

Quay, the Map is the key to finding his mother. To suburban schoolgirl Marrill, 

it's her only way home after getting stranded on the Pirate Stream, the magical 

waterway which connects every world in creation (Apparently she shouldn't have 

climbed aboard the mysterious pirate ship that sailed out of nowhere and into a 

dry Arizona parking lot. How was she to know?). 

 

With the help of a bumbling wizard and his crew, they must scour the many 

worlds of the Pirate Stream to gather the pieces of the Map to Everywhere, but 

they aren't the only ones looking. A dark and sinister figure is hot on their tail, 

and if they can't beat his ghostly ship to find the Map, it could mean the destruc-

tion of everything they hold dear-not least of all themselves! 


